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Welcome!
Dear Valued Community Member:
We hope this finds you and your family safe and healthy as we continue
to navigate through these unprecedented times. The Department has
conducted additional focused outreach over approximately the last
two years to examine the impacts of the proposed Des Plaines River
Bridge replacement to the surrounding community. Input was gathered
from communities that could be directly or indirectly impacted by the
Des Plaines River Bridge replacement and those who may experience a
disproportionally high and adverse effect as a result of this improvement.
A Draft Community Impact Assessment (CIA) report has been developed
based on this outreach and additional technical analyses.
We encourage all members of the Community Outreach Area review
the CIA report available at:
Joliet Public Library (Ottawa St. Branch)
150 N. Ottawa St., Joliet, IL 60432

Joliet City Hall
150 W. Jefferson St., Joliet IL 60432

or online at www.I-80Will.com. This newsletter provides a summary of the
CIA, which includes mitigation measures proposed to address adverse
impacts to the community. A 30-day comment period,
from March 14, 2022 to April 14, 2022, has been established to take
additional comments from the community on the Draft CIA.
You may contact our Outreach Specialist, Melody Carvajal in a variety of
ways:
Via Mail: Submit your written comments to Melody at
701 Warrenville Road, Suite 110 Lisle, IL 60532
Via Email: Email Melody at melody.carvajal@i-80ej.com

PROJECT PURPOSE
The purpose is to improve
transportation along I-80 from
Ridge Road to US 30.
PROJECT NEEDS
» Improve regional and local travel
and access
» Improve facility condition and
design
» Improve safety for all users
PROJECT FUNDING
The improvements to I-80 are
estimated to cost $1.2 billion.
These improvements are funded
by the Rebuild Illinois Capital
Improvement Program.

Via Phone: Call at (331) 233-3555
In Person: Melody is available to meet in person, in the community to
discuss your concerns and answer any questions.
Call (312) 233-3555 to set up a time and location.
We have appreciated getting to know you through our engagements over
the years and look forward to talking with you more. Please read through
this newsletter and contact our team with any comments or questions.
Please stay safe and remain well.

Please share
your input!
Visit the website at I-80Will.com to
learn more about the project, sign
up for the mailing list and leave a
comment.

Sincerely,
Illinois Department of Transportation
WINTER 2022 | Newsletter

1

www.I- 80 Will.com

Focused Community Outreach Efforts
The results of the Community Impact Assessment are based on extensive outreach to the affected I-80 Des Plaines
River Bridge communities. Outreach included a variety of methods to actively engage the Community Outreach
Area for input and participation throughout the last two years, including ongoing community partner meetings.
The purpose of the additional focused outreach effort was to:
» Provide opportunities for full and fair participation by potentially affected communities
» Further examine impacts as a result of the Des Plaines River Bridge replacement
» Identify potential solutions
» Develop minimization and mitigation measures
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Community Outreach Area (COA)
The community outreach area was defined
so that both direct and indirect impacts from
the Des Plaines Bridge replacement could be
broadly assessed and examined.
This outreach area was confirmed through
project team field visits, discussions with
the community and community partners, and
vetted with the Federal Highway Administration,
the Department, community members, and
stakeholders during outreach efforts.

Outreach Area
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Project Impacts and Community Concerns Raised
Based on community partner input and survey responses from 287 members in the community, the following
major community impacts and concerns were identified. These impacts were reviewed with community partners
and a mailing was sent out in January 2021 to all within the affected community to reach consensus on the
issues to be addressed through the Community Impact Assessment process.
Property acquisition and
relocation concerns

Desires for a more modest bridge structure
with potential for landscaping and
improvements under the bridge

Traffic impacts both during and after
construction and impacts to local roadways
and transportation connections

A desire for recommended noise walls to
reduce permanent noise impacts

Concerns about proximity of homes to
construction, reduction in community
cohesion and attractiveness for residents

Concerns about air quality during
1 ON RAMP
construction, particularly for older residents
living adjacent to construction
1 ON
RAMP
POTENTIAL
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While the
I-80 Des2 Plaines River Bridge replacement would require acquisition of
1
property and have other community impacts that cannot be avoided, an important
3
outcome of meaningful
community engagement is to listen to community concerns
and make changes
feasible. The community expressed a strong
3 to the project where
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desire for a modest new bridge structure to better blend in with the community and
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that would create a greater
buffer between
the community and new bridge. Based on
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input
received,
the
Department
reviewed
alternatives
for the project and modified
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the bridge design concept to include a landscaped buffer. This landscaped buffer
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will provide greater room between the new bridge and nearby homes. During the
outreach effort, the community indicated this additional buffer between the bridge
and nearby homes as a design feature strongly desired by the community.
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Property Acquisition and Relocation

Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real
Property Acquisition Benefits
Through extensive planning for the I-80 Des Plaines
River Bridge project, the Department has determined
that it would be necessary to acquire certain
properties to implement the project. Throughout the
outreach process, mailings and one on one outreach
have been conducted to contact property owners who
potentially would be displaced because of the project.
In accordance with Department Policy, acquisition of
private property for the project will not be pursued
until the environmental analysis is complete.
Property owners and tenants who would be affected
by acquisition and relocation under the I-80 project
are protected under the Uniform Relocation Assistance
and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970,
as amended (known simply as the “Uniform Act”),
along with state regulations. The Department will treat
property owners and tenants fairly and will endeavor to
seek cooperative settlements of property acquisitions.
In addition, the Department will provide financial
assistance and relocation services for property
owners, as well as commercial and residential tenants
who must move because of the project.

Real Estate Tax Mitigation Benefit
Outside the Uniform Act benefits, the Department
will offer property tax mitigation to owners of owneroccupied dwellings (own and live in their current

dwellings) requiring acquisition due to the I-80
improvement. To minimize or mitigate the impact of
possible higher property taxes, the Department will
offer to owners of owner-occupied properties a onetime lump sum relief payment within 60 days of the
date the resident is relocated. The Department and
the Federal Highway Administration are committed to
offering this mitigation measure for owner occupied
properties displaced by the I-80 improvement.
Because this mitigation is being offered outside of the
Uniform Act, if chosen, it must be reported as income
and therefore may be taxable. For this reason, the
owner may choose to decline all or part of this benefit.
It is important that recipients of this benefit
understand any impacts it may have on their individual
or family’s taxes, retirement benefits, or social service
benefits or eligibility for state and federal programs.
Therefore, owners may want to seek their own tax
counseling services to determine if this benefit is right
for them. The Department and FHWA are currently
working with the Community Service Council of
Bolingbrook and other potential services to provide
an outside resource for those considering accepting
this benefit. Provision for these free services will be
finalized and shared with the community as those
discussions are finalized with the Department and
these potential counseling service providers. If you
have questions about this measure, please also
feel free to reach out to Melody Carvajal, Outreach
Specialist at (331) 233-3555 or by email at
melody.carvajal@I-80ej.com.

Parcels Required for Acquisition: 107
Total Acquisition and Relocation: 70
Vacant Parcels: 33
Total Partial Acquisitions: 4
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Responding to Community Impacts
Based on community outreach, residents that will remain in the community noted several community related
concerns about the project both during construction and after completion of the project. In response, the
Department has conducted additional technical analysis and made several mitigation commitments to
address these concerns. Key concerns raised and addressed in the Community Impact Assessment include:

Potential for reduced attractiveness
in the community from the demolition
and construction of the new bridge
and impacts to long-time resident
property value

Construction in the community,
impacts to local roadways, and
proximity to nearby homes

Continued reductions in
community cohesion over time and
a lack of community amenities,
such as landscaping, sidewalks
and other connections

Visual Improvements Under Bridge
Based on community outreach, the community desires both a modest bridge structure to blend into the
community and landscaping to reduce visual impacts of the new bridge. Lighting was also a top ranked need and
the community also expressed a desire for higher fencing or other measures to reduce garbage and other debris
from collecting under the bridge. Improvements to fencing, design of a knee wall, new lighting and sidewalks
under the bridge will be installed. The Department will also conduct a lighting study and landscape plan and share
the results with the community during design and prior to construction.

New Lighting
Higher Fencing
Knee Wall
New Sidewalk

Construction Access and Local Roadway Network
The Community Outreach Area expressed concern about maintaining local
access while minimizing construction vehicles and equipment close to
homes during construction. They also expressed the desire to create a
greater buffer between construction activities and nearby homes.
The Department developed primary and secondary construction access
conceptual plans to minimize construction access on local roads.
While this increased the number of properties needed to construct the
project safely, a key benefit realized by the community is an ability for
the Department to create better buffers between nearby homes and
construction activities and maintain local access for residents during
construction, which were important to community members.

Benefits of Additional
Construction Access Analysis
» Reduced construction vehicles
accessing local roadways
» Ability to create a greater
safety and visual buffer
between construction zone and
surrounding neighborhood
» Ability to create a more cohesive
and connected local roadway
network following construction
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Construction Access Routes - West Detail

A secondary construction route
was identified when I-80 could
not be used for safety or other
reasons. This secondary access
will create a new Shelby connector to provide direct access
for construction vehicles to
access the construction site
while limiting the need to use
local roadways.
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Community Plan and Capital Improvements
Due to the project and historic impacts of the bridge
that has divided communities within the I-80 Des
Plaines River Bridge outreach area, there has been a
loss of community cohesion and a lack of investment
in community amenities over time. The Department has
worked through this outreach process with the City of
Joliet to provide community wide improvements. Many
of the proposed community area improvements are
under the jurisdiction of the City of Joliet and not the
Department directly.
The Department will provide the City of Joliet with funds
to develop a Community Plan for the area depicted on
the figure below (in yellow). This planning effort will
be funded by the Department. It is anticipated that the
plan will be led and implemented by the City of Joliet.
Through the community outreach process, the
community has expressed the desire for the following
improvements that will be considered in detail in
developing the Community Plan:

by the City of Joliet in partnership with community
stakeholders in completing the Community Plan.
Based on the detailed recommendations of the
Community Plan, the Department will provide the City
of Joliet with $3.5 million to use for the construction
of recommended improvements. These funds must be
used within the Des Plaines River Bridge outreach area
depicted on the map (the area in red in the map below)
for improvements to community cohesion.
The Department is committed to investing

$400,000
to develop a
Community Plan

$3.5M

for improvements
within the Des Plaines
River Bridge east side
communities

» A shared-use path with pedestrian level lighting
connecting Varnado Park to the neighborhood south
of existing I-80
» A plaque or other identifier honoring the Reverend
Varnado in Varnado Park
» Traffic calming measures as determined appropriate,
along Water Street from Davis Street to McDonough
Street
» No Truck Traffic signs as determined appropriate,
on residential streets within the Community Plan
boundaries
The Community Plan will provide the community an
opportunity to work with the City to develop a vision
and goals for the community and a strategy for funding
improvements. The plan will include: (1) a Community
Involvement Plan and Steering Committee to provide
input and review the plan, (2) a feasibility analysis
and conceptual plan to enhance connectivity and
community cohesion between residents north and
south of the I-80 structure, and (3) a cost estimate
and strategies for funding implementation. Detailed
recommendations on implementation of community
improvements described above will be determined
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Exhibit 1
Doris Ave

During and following construction, the Department is committed to making several local roadway improvements
within the community, as shown on the map above. During design, the Department will also develop a detailed
construction access and maintenance of traffic plan to address community access concerns during construction.

Other Transportation Improvements
In coordination with the City of Joliet, The Department will also:
1. Conduct a traffic signal and stop sign warrant study for major access points along US 52 to/from
communities on the east and west side of the Des Plaines River Bridge
2. Provide safety improvements, including improvements to channelization and turning movements at the
intersection of Chicago Street (IL 53) and 5th Avenue
3. Coordinate with Pace Bus Services to construct improvements to existing bus stops along Chicago Street
between Doris Avenue and 5th Avenue
4. Provide new sidewalk along Chicago Avenue from 5th Avenue to Doris Avenue though the existing
railroad viaducts
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Example of IDOT noise wall

Noise and Air Quality Concerns
Permanent noise walls are recommended in several
locations to address any permanent noise impacts
to adjacent homes. Noise wall voting will be initiated
no later than December 2022 to solidify locations
where noise walls will be implemented. Results will
be shared with the community. To address noise
during construction, the Department will develop a
Construction Noise and Vibration Monitoring Plan
in advance of construction activities. The plan will
provide, at minimum: (1) detailed provisions for how
monitoring and managing vibration of buildings,
structures, and other locations susceptible to vibration
from construction activities (including construction
truck traffic) will be addressed, (2) detailed provisions
for managing noise during construction and during
nighttime construction, and (3) the plan will also
provide the direct contact information (voice mail
service, phone, email, or otherwise) to the public
liaison person(s) responsible for communicating issues
related to ensuring construction compliance with the
Construction Noise and Vibration Monitoring Plan.
The Department will require a Project Specific Dust
Control Plan to be developed prior to construction.
Elements of the dust control plan will include and
specify, at minimum: ways to limit tracking soil onto
nearby roadways, required speed reductions for
construction vehicles on unpaved surfaces, covering of
haul vehicles, and application of dust suppressants or
water to exposed surfaces, particularly to vehicles and
surfaces on which construction vehicles travel.

Community Outreach During Design and
Construction
Community engagement will continue to be a part
of this project through design and construction. The
Department is committed to community meetings at
key milestones during detailed project design to share
information on construction access and maintenance of
traffic plans, lighting and landscaping plans, and other
visual improvements proposed.
Prior to construction, the Department will also develop
a Construction Outreach and Coordination Plan to
detail requirements for advance notifications on access
and detours during construction and community
meetings to provide updates on construction. During
construction, a dedicated public liaison will be
identified to serve as a consistent point of contact
for answering community questions and obtaining
community input. A dedicated telephone number
and email for the public liaison will be established
and provided in community meetings and mailings to
provide contact information. This public liaison will
also help promote understanding in the community
about opportunities for training and employment as
part of the Department’s Highway Construction Careers
Training Program.
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Major Steps to Construction
Tentative
Timeline
and
Duration
Tentative
I-80 Des Plaines
River Bridge
Timeline
Begin Final
Design and
Begin
Coordination
on Acquisition

Ongoing
Acquisition &
Relocation
Coordination

Complete Final
Design &
Demolish
Displaced
Property

2022

2023-2024

2024

Finalize
Environmental
Phase

Estimate Year

2025

Substantial
Completion of
I-80 Improvements
– New Bridge Opens
to Traffic

Complete Building
Demolition &
Begin New Bridge
Construction

Tentative
Project
Completion

2028

2027

2029
Demolish
Old Bridge

I-80 Project Activities Des Plaines River Bridge Area

Tentative Timing*

2022-2024

Final Design and Begin Coordination to Acquire Property

2 years

2023-2024

Demolition of Property Acquired and Pre-Construction Activities

1 year

2025-2027

Construction of New Bridge

2 years

2027-2028

Demolition of Existing Bridge

2 years

Project Completion

1 year

2029
1

While project timelines may be adjusted over
time, completion of this environmental stage is a
key milestone in project development. Based on
the outreach conducted and mitigation measures
developed for the Des Plaines River Bridge
Communities, there will not be a disproportionately
high and adverse effect to environmental justice
communities.
Upon completion of this environmental phase in
early 2022, final design and coordination on land
and property acquisition can begin. The Department
appreciates the indispensable input from the
community in developing the project to date and is
committed to continued engagement.

You can provide input in
a variety of ways:

BY PHONE

BY EMAIL

(24-hour phone line)
331-233-3555

melody.carvajal@i-80ej.com

BY MAIL
Melody Carvajal, Outreach Specialist
701 Warrenville Road, Suite 110 | Lisle, IL 60532

IN PERSON
Melody is available to meet in person, in the community
to discuss your concerns and answer any questions.
Call (312) 233- 3555 to set up a time and location.
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