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What’s New? I-80 Study Updates

At the last public meeting, the study team presented the Purpose and Need for the project.
Information about existing conditions and data collected was shared and stakeholders were
asked to provide their input to help the team develop a range of alternatives that address
the issues in the corridor. The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) took public input
into consideration and is moving forward with improvements. IDOT has heard a number of
concerns regarding trucks, noise, safety conditions, and operations.

What is being done to improve I-80 in 2018?
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The I-80 Phase I Study area includes

Location of
upcoming work
taking place to
improve bridges
and pavement
along I-80.

GARDNER ST

To address the most pressing condition needs along the corridor, IDOT is doing structural
and pavement improvements east of the Des Plaines River. There is approximately $110
million dollars in IDOT’s Fiscal Year 2018-2023 Proposed Highway Improvement Program
for upcoming I-80 projects. This work includes the rehabilitation and/or replacement of ten
bridges, including the bridges at Chicago Street, BNSF Railroad/Gardner Street, Hickory
Creek, Richards Street, and Rowell/CN Railroad. In addition, IDOT will replace the pavement
in between all the bridges.

Grundy and Will. The study area
consists of a diverse mixture of land
uses including agricultural, residential,
commercial and industrial with rural,
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The roadway crosses four waterways,
including the Des Plaines River, and

STEP 5

As part of the study, five steps are performed that build upon each other.
Collect
data, gather
stakeholder
input, and
analyze
existing
conditions.

Developing the
Purpose and
Need includes
compiling
the existing
and projected
conditions, along
with stakeholder
input. The
Purpose and
Need summarizes
the transportation
problems to be
addressed.

Develop a range
He
of alternatives
that address
the problems
identified and
conduct a
comparative
assessment of
the effectiveness
and potential
impacts of
each solution.

Select a Preferred
Alternative to be
carried forward for
further evaluation.
Potential impacts
are quantified and
mitigation strategies
are developed. The
Preferred Alternative
is presented in
an Environmental
Assessment
for review and
comment.

Approval of
the Preferred
Alternative and
the project
design by the
Federal Highway
Administration.

www.I-80Will.com

LARKIN AVENUE

Proposed improvement to the I-80 mainline
include adding or extending auxiliary lanes.
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IDOT always considers a No Build Alternative, which would include only routine maintenance.
This alternative does not meet the Purpose and Need because it does not address the
underlying issues within the corridor.
The study team developed three categories of alternatives to be carried forward for further
evaluation. This includes options for:
• Corridor-wide reconstruction
• Reconstructing the Des Plaines River Bridge and
• Reconstructing of interchanges.
The study team wants your feedback on these alternatives to help in the selection of the
Preferred Alternative.

Proposed Corridor-wide Improvements
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• An improved I-80/I-55 interchange
will reduce vehicles backing up on
I-80 as they take the I-55 exit.
• Reconstructed bridges on new
alignments will provide drivers
with improved sightline and
increased merging speeds to keep
vehicles moving through the area.
• An overall improvement of the
pavement will reduce the need
for lane closures to allow for
pavement repairs.
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• Adding or extending auxiliary
lanes will allow smoother, more
efficient movements through the
interchanges. There will be fewer
vehicle backups, which means
drivers who are not trying to exit
will be able to continue moving
through the interchange.
• Auxiliary lanes are faster to
implement and easier to construct
than adding new lanes—auxiliary
lanes reduce construction impacts
on traffic.
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How will you benefit
from the proposed
improvements?

Proposed Mainline Bridge Improvements

Bridge widening, major repairs and rehabilitation, as well as
additional bridge replacements, are being considered as part of
this project. Lowering the Joliet Junction Trail Bridge which was
previously over an active railroad and now traverses over a
multi-use trail is also being evaluated.

Proposed Des Plaines River Bridge Improvements

The existing Des Plaines River Bridge is a truss bridge, which
cannot be widened to add lanes or shoulders. The bridge
also cannot be rebuilt in the same location due to traffic and
construction impacts. The existing bridges are only three lanes wide
which would necessitate reducing traffic during construction to one
lane causing severe traffic delays. Therefore, three new alignment
alternatives for the Des Plaines River Bridge are being studied.
The first two alignments parallel the existing bridge to the north
or south, while the third alignment, called “the refined north
alignment,” realigns the bridge and mainline to improve roadway
curvature and travel speeds.

North alignment
• Shifts alignment to the north
• Requires 16 residential and two
commercial relocations
• 0.2 acres of wetlands impacted
South alignment
• Shifts alignment to the south closer to the existing
land fill and Joliet water treatment plant
• Requires eight residential relocations and no
commercial relocations
• 0.2 acres of wetlands impacted
Refined north alignment
• Realigns bridge and mainline to improve
sightline and merging speed
• Requires 28 residential and two
commercial relocations
• Avoids impacts to wetlands

Proposed Interchange Improvements

Three alternatives were analyzed for the length of the corridor of I-80 between Ridge Road
and U.S. 30. This first alternative, creating additional lanes along the entire corridor is
no longer being considered due to funding constraints. The two alternatives still being
considered are to replace pavement and to add or extend auxiliary lanes.

Interchange alternatives have been developed for the I-80 corridor
study. Major interchange reconfigurations are proposed at:
• I-80 and I-55
• I-80 and Center Street
• I-80 and Chicago Street

Auxiliary lanes are also known as “turn-only”, or “exit lanes”. For the purposes of this
study, they are an additional lane between interchanges that will address local travel
access issues in certain locations.

The interchanges at Larkin Avenue, Richards Street, and Briggs
Street are proposed to undergo minor modifications to improve
safety. The interchange at Houbolt Road is currently the subject of
a separate ongoing study.

Replace pavement that is old and in bad condition
• Addresses pavement age
• Addresses pavement condition
Add or extend auxiliary lanes
• Improves traffic flow
• Improves safety
• P
 rovides faster congestion relief and easier to construct than additional lanes
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• Improve safety for all users
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• I mprove facility condition and
design; and
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• I mprove regional and local travel
and access;

Improving facility condition
and design is part of the
Purpose and Need of the
I-80 Phase I Study.
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The Purpose of the I-80 Phase I Study
is to provide an improved transportation
system along I-80 from Ridge Road to
U.S. Route 30.
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Detailed exhibits of the alternatives are posted on the project website.
I-80 truss bridge over the Des Plaines River

www.I-80Will.com

Illinois Department of Transportation
Division of Highways – District 1
201 W. Center Court
Schaumburg, Illinois 60196

IDOT will use your input to select the Preferred Alternatives for the I-80 improvement project.
The Environmental Assessment and the Preferred Alternatives will be presented at a Public Hearing,
anticipated to take place in summer 2018. A financial plan will be prepared, which will evaluate funding
strategies
thatPhase
could Iinclude
on I-80.
I-80
Study tolling
Timeline
Identify
Preferred Environmental
Alternative Assessment

Alternatives
Evaluation

Summer 2017

Fall 2017

Winter 2018

Spring 2018

Financial Study
Plan Complete

Summer 2018

Fall 2018

Public Hearing

Public Meeting

Winter 2018
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Public Meeting/Hearing

Please share your comments!
Send us your comments using the online form on the project website at www.I-80Will.com.
Written comments can be mailed to:
Illinois Department of Transportation
Attn: Steven Schilke, Bureau of Programming
201 W. Center Court
Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096
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What are the next steps?

