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I-80 STUDY STARTS, Public Input Encouraged
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interstate highway
in the U.S., connecting downtown San
Francisco, California to Teaneck, New Jersey, and the first to be completed coast to coast. Much of
I-80 across northern Illinois was constructed in the early 1960’s, with the route through south
suburban Chicagoland opened to traffic by 1964. I-80 is also the interstate that most closely
follows the previous Lincoln Highway route, the first auto trail to cross the country. The facility is
a major route for interstate commerce, with a significant level of truck traffic.
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Message from IDOT

The Illinois Department of Transportation has recently initiated a Preliminary Engineering and
Environmental Study (Phase I) for Interstate 80, from Ridge Road to U.S. Route 30.
The I-80 study area begins at Ridge Road on the west and ends at U.S. Route 30 to the
east, a distance of approximately 16 miles. The corridor encompasses three counties
(Kendall, Grundy and Will), and traverses six municipalities (Minooka, Channahon,
Shorewood, Rockdale, Joliet and New Lenox). The study area is both culturally and
economically diverse, and consists of a mixture of land uses including agricultural, residential,
commercial and industrial with rural,
suburban and urban
Lockport
characteristics. The
Plainfield
Crest Hill
roadway crosses four
waterways including
the Des Plaines River,
Joliet
New Lenox
Shorewood
and includes eight
interchanges.
Rockdale

The I-80 Phase I Study will take a detailed look at the current and future transportation needs
of the corridor. The study will include an analysis of existing roadway and bridge deficiencies,
safety and capacity issues, and future transportation needs, and includes an extensive public
involvement process. IDOT will continue to reach out and engage stakeholders throughout the
Phase I study process through a variety of opportunities and methods intended to maximize
public participation in the identification of project solutions. n
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IDOT ENCOURAGES PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

A critical element of project
success and acceptance
is effective stakeholder
involvement, from the very
early stages of the study,
through and including the
identification and approval
of solutions.
When IDOT determines that
potential improvements
could have substantial local
impact, the project receives
a CSS, or Context Sensitive
Solutions, designation.

What is CSS and
why is it important?

A plan promoting
stakeholder involvement

The I-80 Phase I Study has been designated by IDOT
as a CSS, or Context Sensitive Solutions, project.
CSS is a collaborative public involvement approach
that engages all project stakeholders and uses
a flexible, creative
design approach to
develop, construct
and maintain cost
effective transportation facilities. A
stakeholder is defined as anyone who
could be affected
by the project and
has a stake in its outcome. This inclusive process
contributes to the selection of an improvement
design that fits into its surroundings, or its
“context”. CSS addresses all modes of transportation, and strives to preserve scenic, aesthetic,
historic and environmental resources while maintaining safety and mobility.

As part of the overall CSS process for the I-80 Study,
a Stakeholder Involvement Plan, or SIP, has been
developed and sets forth the many opportunities
for public involvement and participation in the
study. The SIP serves as a blueprint for defining the
outreach tools and methods, identifies the roles and
responsibilities of study participants, and establishes the timing of activities planned throughout
the study to engage the public in the process. The
SIP also provides the forum for communicating
the decision-making process between the public,
local agencies and government officials to identify
transportation solutions. The I-80 Stakeholder
Involvement Plan is available for review on the
project website at www.I-80Will.com.

The purpose of CSS is to gather and duly consider
project input from all interested parties, by promoting extensive public involvement and frequent
communication with stakeholders. A detailed
program is developed and tailored to the specific
outreach needs of each project, compiled in a document known as the Stakeholder Involvement Plan,
or SIP. The information collected through the CSS
process, coupled with detailed technical analysis,
form the basis for ultimate project decisions made
by the joint lead agencies for the project, IDOT and
the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).

This designation elevates
the required level of
public participation and
stakeholder involvement.
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Website provides detailed,
current project information
An important and effective public involvement
tool is the development of the project website
at the onset of the study. The site is designed to
communicate and share information about the
project and study process in a timely manner, as it
becomes available. It will be maintained and
updated throughout the duration of the project
and will include project and meeting information,
project publications and reports, mailing list
sign-up, and opportunities for the public to
comment on the project via a comment page,
throughout the study process. Please visit the
project website at www.I-80Will.com to learn more
about the project and the opportunities to stay
continually involved as the study progresses. n

Groups Created to
Facilitate Input
Due to the size and diversity of the I-80
study area, IDOT has created an overall
Project Working Group structure intended
to facilitate full participation and representation of the various communities and
interests located throughout the corridor.
The Project Study Group, or PSG, is comprised of a multidisciplinary team of representatives from IDOT, the Federal Highway
Administration, and the project consultant,
HBP, and its sub-consultant team.
The PSG will guide the study and provide
technical oversight and expertise for key
project elements including study process,
agency procedures and standards, and
technical approaches. IDOT and FHWA will
serve as the lead agencies for the project,
and make ultimate project decisions.
Several important PSG
responsibilities include:
•M
 anaging the project development
process;
• I dentifying and resolving project issues;
and
•P
 romoting partnerships with stakeholders to address project needs.
To assist with the development of the
I-80 Phase I study, IDOT has created a
Corridor Advisory Group, or CAG. The CAG
consists of the chief elected officials or their
representatives of the six municipalities
(Minooka, Channahon, Shorewood, Rockdale, Joliet, and New Lenox) and the three
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counties (Kendall, Grundy, and Will) within
the study corridor. The purpose of the CAG
is to provide input on the development of
the Purpose and Need statement and the
improvement alternatives to be evaluated.
CAG responsibilities include:
• Providing input to the study process;
• Assisting with the development of the
project Purpose and Need; and
• Evaluating and screening the range
of alternatives to be advanced for
further study, including the
recommended alternative.
In addition to the work of the CAG, a
Technical Task Force, or TTF, has been
created to provide a means for obtain-

ing structured input from a variety of
technical experts. The TTF will generally
be comprised of transportation and engineering officials, economic development
organizations or councils, land use planning agencies, local municipal and county
staff, and environmental groups.
Three TTF categories
(Environmental, Transportation/
Engineering and Land Use/
Economic Development) will:
• Focus on technical aspects of the project
development process; and
• Provide external subject-specific
information and input with respect
to the identified categories.

One-on-One Meetings
Held with Local Agencies
In an effort to gain the local, on-the-ground understanding of the I-80 study area and the issues
important to key stakeholders, the study team has held one-on-one meetings to kick off the
project with the following organizations:
Due to the diversity of the study area, a
Corridor Interest Group, or CIG, will also
be established to provide opportunities
for study participation by the region’s
culturally and economically diverse population. The membership could include:
• Neighborhood organizations;
• City Council/Village Board and County
Board members whose districts serve
the study area;
• Local community organizations;
• Special interest groups; and

• The Villages of Minooka, Channahon, Shorewood, Rockdale,
and New Lenox;
• The City of Joliet;
• The Townships of Joliet and New Lenox; and
• Kendall, Grundy and Will Counties.
At these meetings the study team provided an overview of the project, requested specific
data or information that the organizations may have that is pertinent to the project, solicited
suggestions for participants on the various Project Working Groups, and encouraged discussion
of specific issues and concerns. A significant amount of valuable information was obtained that
will assist the study team with project development. Additional one-on-one meetings may be
held throughout the study, if requested.

• Residents
The responsibilities of the CIG
members include:
•R
 epresenting the viewpoint of non-CAG
or TTF project working group members;
and
• To identify special interests within the
I-80 study area.
The Project Working Groups will
generally meet as one group that will
interface directly with the PSG. The meetings will be designed to encourage
timely and meaningful opportunities for
participation. However, based on need,
there may be opportunities for these
groups to meet independently from the
entire group to provide specific policy input
and technical data and analysis. n

GETTING INVOLVED!
There will be many opportunities for you to become involved in the I-80 Phase I Study. Project
newsletters (like this one) will be distributed to all stakeholders and anyone requesting to be
added to the mailing list to coincide with key project milestones, and public meetings will be
held throughout the project.

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES INCLUDE:
• Newsletters • Website: www.I-80Will.com
• One-on-One Meetings • Small Group Meetings
• Project Working Groups
(Corridor Advisory Group, Technical Task Force,
Corridor Interest Group)
• Public Meetings
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Project Phases
and Study Process
I-80 Project Phases

This Interstate 80 study includes up to three
separate components which include Long Term
Reconstruction Needs, Near Term Rehabilitation
Needs and Routine Maintenance Needs. The
project will include Phase I Preliminary Engineering and Environmental Studies for both near
term and long term improvements, and Phase II
design plans for the identified near term needs.
The Phase I study for the near term improvements
is expected to take approximately one year
and the long term improvement study approximately three years.
Interstate 80 was designed and built approximately
50 years ago. The roadway and bridges need to be
reconstructed in order to provide additional
long term service. As a result, a Long Term
Reconstruction Needs preliminary engineering and environmental (Phase I) study will
be prepared which will look to address
the existing as well as future needs of the
corridor. Any reconstruction of Interstate 80 is
likely to cost 100’s of millions of dollars and
will likely require many years to implement. At
this time, a Long Term Reconstruction Needs
project is not included in the Department’s
Fiscal Year 2011 to 2016 Proposed Highway
Improvement Program, but will be considered
in future programs based on funding availability and project readiness. Completing the Phase
I study is an important first step in securing
future funding for long term improvements.

This long term needs Phase I study is anticipated to take three years to complete.
Given it may take many years to completely
reconstruct Interstate 80, IDOT anticipates preparing a Phase I study identifying potential
Near Term pavement and bridge rehabilitation
as well as other safety and operational improvement needs to extend the useful life of the
Interstate and improve safety. Since a scope of
work is not yet known, all the potential Near
Term Rehabilitation Needs are not included
in the Department’s Fiscal Year 2011 to 2016
Proposed Highway Improvement Program, but
will be considered in future programs based on
funding availability and project readiness. This
Near Term Rehabilitation Needs Phase I study
will occur simultaneously with the Long Term
Reconstruction Needs Phase I study.
Over the years, routine maintenance including
bridge repairs and pavement resurfacing
has addressed the bridge and pavement
surface needs. Additional routine maintenance

is required for Interstate 80 from the Grundy
County Line to west of U.S. Route 30. The
Department has initiated the contract plan
preparation for highway resurfacing and bridge
repairs within this segment of Interstate
80 and funding for this maintenance type
improvement is included in the multi-year
portion of the Departments Fiscal Year 20112016 Proposed Highway Improvement Program
at an estimated cost of $33 million Current
engineering efforts are targeted to enable a
contract letting in the spring of 2011 contingent
upon plan readiness and funding availability in
IDOT’s current Fiscal Year 2011 Annual Highway
Improvement Program.
The I-80 study is in the initial stages of Phase I,
with the first Public Meeting on August 18, 2010
serving as the “project kick-off ”. The study
will follow the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, and
result in the preparation of an Environmental
Assessment, or EA. n

I-80 Phase I Project Process

The I-80 Phase I project process will
include extensive stakeholder involvement
during the development of several important
and interrelated steps.
Step 1 is to analyze and understand the existing and future conditions of the corridor. The
study team will collect information on current
conditions, including traffic volumes, crash data
and design standards and then projected future
traffic volumes. IDOT and stakeholders will
work jointly to identify issues and concerns
and corridor deficiencies, information that will
contribute to the beginning stages of the
development of solutions along with a Project
Problem Statement.

The third step in the study process involves the
identification of possible improvement alternatives and the development of the criteria that
will be used to evaluate those alternatives. This
step will include outreach efforts to the general
public and project stakeholders to assist with

Step 2 builds on the data gathered in Step 1,
along with additional stakeholder involvement,
and results in the preparation of the project
Purpose and Need. The Purpose and Need is a
document that will guide the development of
project alternatives, and the evaluation of how
those alternatives address the identified purpose
of and need for potential I-80 improvements.
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the preparation of potential improvement solutions. This phase culminates with the selection
of those alternatives that should be evaluated in
further detail. NEPA requirements stipulate that
“reasonable alternatives”, including a “no build”
scenario, will be examined during this process,
and that impacts to the surrounding community
and environment will be evaluated.
The last step of Phase I includes stakeholder
involvement for detailed evaluation and analysis of a selected alternative. The findings of the
entire study process are reported in engineering
reports and environmental reports, culminating
in Design Approval. IDOT will consider all project
input and technical analysis as it makes its final
decision on a Preferred Alternative. n

WHAT’S NEXT?
During the next several months, the study team will continue to meet with the Project Working Groups
and interested parties to solicit feedback on corridor issues and concerns, and project goals and
objectives. Work will continue with the existing conditions analysis, identification of corridor deficiencies, and the collection of technical and environmental data related to the study area. These efforts will
contribute to the development of a Problem Statement, which will then in turn help guide the preparation of the project Purpose and Need. Using the public involvement process to identify issues and concerns, and general project goals and objectives will assist with the creation of the Purpose and Need.
It is this Purpose and Need that will be the basis for the development, evaluation and screening of
potential project alternatives.

n
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Public Meeting #1 Well Attended

Valuable Input Received

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) hosted the first
Public Meeting for the Interstate 80 Phase I Preliminary Engineering
and Environmental Study on August 18, 2010. The I-80 Phase I Study
is taking a detailed look at the current and future transportation
needs of the corridor. The study includes an analysis of existing
roadway deficiencies, safety, operational, and capacity issues, and
future transportation needs. The study area begins at Ridge Road
to the west and ends at U.S. Route 30 to the east, a distance of
approximately 16 miles. The corridor encompasses three counties
(Kendall, Grundy and Will), six municipalities (Minooka, Channahon, Shorewood, Rockdale,
Joliet, and New Lenox), and six townships. The roadway crosses four waterways including the Des Plaines
River, includes eight interchanges, and handles heavy truck traffic.
The first Public Meeting was an open house format from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm, and was held in the
Victorian Ballroom at the Jacob Henry Mansion Estate in Joliet. IDOT provided information regarding the
study schedule and process, study area characteristics, opportunities for public involvement, and basic
information regarding the current conditions along the corridor. Attendees were given the opportunity to
view a PowerPoint presentation, view exhibit boards with basic project information, and place comments on
large scale aerials of the study area to identify issues and concerns about the corridor. IDOT representatives
and project study team members were available to answer questions and address project concerns.
A total of 107 individuals attended the open house, a mixture of local government officials, property and
business owners, corridor residents, and interested citizens who provided valuable input both verbally
and in the form of written comments to the study team regarding:
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Congestion
The impacts of truck traffic
The condition of the Des Plaines River bridge
Traffic noise
Impacts to the environment and drainage concerns
Recommendations for suggested improvement alternatives
The incorporation of improved design elements in proposed solutions

Participate
in the
process!
Public Meeting #2 on the I-80
Phase I Study to be held:
July 28, 2011
4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Victorian Ballroom at the
Jacob Henry Mansion Estate
15 S. Richards Street
Joliet, Illinois 60433

Participants were also given the opportunity to sign-up for the Project Working Group, with nine attendees
indicating interest. This meeting was the first of three Public Meetings and one Public Hearing scheduled
throughout the study process. These meetings are intended to provide continued opportunities for the
public to participate in the study and its ultimate outcome. n

Don’t miss this opportunity to
participate in the identification
of project solutions!
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Project Working Group Busy at Work
A Technical Task Force, or TTF, has also been created
to provide a means for obtaining technical input from a
variety of experts. The TTF addresses three areas of study:
Environmental, Transportation/Engineering, and Land Use/
Economic Development. Members include transportation and
engineering officials, economic development
organizations or councils, land use planning
The PWG has met
agencies, local municipal, township and county
four times during
staff, and environmental groups.

Due to the size and diversity of
the I-80 study area, IDOT created
an overall Project Working
Group (PWG) to facilitate full
participation and representation of the
various communities and interests located
throughout the corridor.
The Project Study Group, or PSG, is comprised of
representatives from IDOT, the Federal Highway
Administration, and the project consultant, HBP,
and its sub-consultant team. The PSG guides
the study and provides technical oversight and
expertise for key project elements.

the past nine months,
and has been
diligently providing
the study team
with valuable input
during the course
of the project.

To assist with the development of the study,
IDOT created a Corridor Advisory Group, or CAG.
The CAG consists of the chief elected officials
or their representatives from the six municipalities and three
counties within the study corridor. The purpose of the CAG is
to provide input on the preparation of the Purpose and Need
statement and the development and evaluation of alternatives.
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Finally, a Corridor Interest Group, or CIG, has
also been established to provide opportunities
for additional participation. Membership includes
neighborhood organizations, township officials,
local community organizations, special interest
groups, residents, and the general public.

The CAG, TTF, and CIG together make up the
PWG for this project. The PWG has met four times during the
past nine months, and has been diligently providing the study
team with valuable input during the course of the project.

PWG #1
The first overall Project Working Group
meeting was held on September 14, 2010.
The study team presented the project
overview and schedule, and attendees
participated in workshops to identify
issues and concerns as well as goals and
objectives for the project.
When the detailed work of the various
workshop tables was compiled and
compared, common and consistent themes
emerged.

Issues and Concerns

Goals and Objectives

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

• Reduce congestion and improve
capacity/traffic flow
• Improve safety
• Reduce noise
• Address problems with the
Des Plaines River bridge
• Clarify the roles and responsibilities
of the participating parties
• Enhance quality of life issues with
design elements

Capacity/congestion
Design/aesthetics
Multi-modal options
Des Plaines River bridge
Noise
Interchange design
Environment

PWG #2
The second Project Working Group meeting was held on February 8, 2011. Using the results of the PWG #1 workshops on
issues and concerns and goals and objectives coupled with the input received during PM #1 comment period, the study
team prepared and presented a draft Problem Statement. The Problem Statement defines a situation or circumstances to be
solved – or the “problem”, and identifies factors that contribute to unacceptable performance. The Statement was discussed
and generally accepted, with suggestions for a few minor revisions.

Problem Statement
Interstate 80 (I-80) is a major east-west transportation
route facilitating the movement of people and goods
nationally, regionally, and locally. Regional growth and
increased vehicular demand on Interstate 80 from Ridge
Road to U.S. Route 30 are creating safety and operational
deficiencies due to insufficient capacity along the roadway
and at its interchanges with interstates, arterial roadways
and collector streets. The facility deficiencies, including the
insufficient capacity of the roadway and some interchanges
to handle the increased travel demand and the lack of eastwest alternatives, creates traffic congestion and safety issues
resulting in decreased mobility and accessibility.

I-80, a state designated truck route, also experiences heavy
freight truck traffic volumes that contribute to traffic
congestion and accelerate deterioration of the roadway and
bridges within the I-80 corridor. Design elements exist within
the project corridor that do not meet current standards and
create operational and safety issues for motorists.
Identified transportation deficiencies include the lack of
roadway capacity to serve existing and projected travel
demand, deteriorating conditions of the I-80 pavement,
and the lack of multi-modal travel options within the I-80
corridor.

At PWG #2, the study team also presented a detailed analysis of the existing conditions and corridor deficiencies within the
study area, which will be highlighted later in this newsletter.
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PWG #3

The Project Working Group met for a third time on May 3, 2011, at which time a summary of the draft
Purpose and Need was presented as well as an Alternatives Toolbox of options to assist with the
solicitation of ideas for the initial stages of alternatives development.

Purpose and Need
The Purpose and Need is the foundation for the identification
and evaluation of Project Alternatives.
• How does a proposed solution address the PURPOSE of 		
		 the project?
• How does a proposed solution address the NEED for 		
		improvements?
It incorporates detailed technical analysis and public
involvement input to define the purpose of the project and the
need for its improvement, and serves as a guide when evaluating
potential alternatives.

IMPROVE SAFETY FOR ALL USERS
• Address high frequency of rear end and sideswipe crashes
IMPROVE FACILITY CONDITION AND DESIGN
• I-80 is over 50 years old
• Alignment deficiencies exist near the Des Plaines
		 River Bridge
• Existing grade separations have deficient vertical
		clearances
• Interchange geometrics have issues concerning weaving 		
		 and merging movements
• Address high truck traffic volumes

The development of the draft Purpose and Need incorporates:
STAKEHOLDER INPUT FROM:
• Project Working Group meetings
• Public meetings
• Stakeholder meetings
• Submitted comments
• Project Problem Statement
TECHNICAL ANALYSIS INCLUDING:
• Data collected
• Crash data analysis
• Traffic data analysis
• Corridor deficiencies analysis
The Needs that have been identified in the I-80 draft Purpose
and Need include the following:
IMPROVE REGIONAL AND LOCAL TRAVEL AND ACCESS
• To address historic and projected population growth trends
• Traffic capacity analysis identifies existing and
		 projected deficiencies
• Accomodate multi-modal connections

PWG #4

The draft Purpose and Need has been submitted to and is
subject to Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) review
and approval.

Alternatives Toolbox
In an effort to assist PWG members with
the initial development phase of project
alternatives, a “toolbox brochure” was created,
distributed, and presented at PWG #3. The
document included detailed explanations
and examples of the following:
• Bus Options
• Expressway Improvements
• Arterial Lanes and Improvements
• Managed Lanes (HOV, HOT, and
		 Truck Only Lanes)
• Traffic Management Systems
• Non-Motorized Alternatives
The Alternatives Toolbox can be viewed on the project website and
copies will be available for reference at Public Meeting #2.

The fourth and most recent PWG meeting was held on May 20, 2011, at which time attendees
participated in an Alternatives Workshop to assist with the initial development of project solutions.
The workshop was conducted at tables with sets of corridor aerials, using the following for reference:
• Problem Statement		 • Existing Conditions/Deficiencies
• Purpose and Need for Improvement		 • Tool Box Brochure
• Example Interchange Layouts
Each table’s suggestions were summarized and presented to the overall group, again with consistent
themes emerging among each of the groups. Their work, along with input received at Public Meeting
#2, will be presented in a future edition of Inter-Link. n
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Existing Conditions Identified
In order to adequately identify potential project solutions, it is important to have an extensive
understanding of the existing conditions within the study area. The contributions of the Project
Working Group and the public on issues, goals, and objectives provides great value for the
preparation of technical studies to identify transportation deficiencies. The following notes the
highlights of the existing conditions for the I-80 study area.
Technical studies begin with an inventory of existing conditions for:
			
			
			

•
•
•
•

Roadways
Commuter/rail traffic
Non-motorized facilities
Public transportation

The existing conditions are then assessed against current standards for safety and design, with an evaluation
of operational performance. Understanding the conditions assists with identification of deficiencies.

Roadways

Existing LOS/ADT Summary

An analysis of the existing roadway conditions included:
• Traffic and operations
• Roadway geometrics
• Bridges
• Safety
Existing traffic and operations data included:
• Average daily traffic (ADT) volumes
• Design hourly volume (DHV)
• Level of Service (LOS)

Segment

EB LOS (AM/PM)

West of Ridge

A/B

B/B

38,900

Ridge to I-55

B/B

B/C

49,400

I-55 to Houbolt

D/C

B/D

65,200

Houbolt to Larkin

C/C

B/C

73,000

Larkin to Center

D/F

D/E

101,800

D/D

D/D

112,700

Chicago to Richards

C/D

B/C

107,800

Richards to Briggs

D/D

D/D

87,500

Briggs to US 30

C/C

C/C

70,900

Crash Analysis
The total number of crashes in the 16 mile study area for the four-year study
period of 2005 – 2008 was 1,548.  Of this total, 804 crashes involved vehicles
traveling eastbound and 744 traveling westbound.  The predominant crash
type was rear end crashes with 570, or 36.8%. The second highest crash
type observed in the study area was sideswipe crashes in the same direction
at 410, or 26.5%, with the third most predominant crash type being fixed
object crashes with 342, or 22.1%.  The number of fatal and incapacitating
injury crashes during this time frame was 11 and 65, respectively, with the
most predominant crash types being caused by speed (15), loss of vehicle
control (10), and intoxication (9).
Further analysis was completed to determine crash types by freeway
section.  These results are depicted in the chart to the right.  The center
section of I-80 between Center Street and Chicago Street had the highest
number of crashes for any freeway section in the project study area, and
additionally the most severe and non-severe injury crashes. n
www.dot.il.gov
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2010 ADT

Center to Chicago

The Level of Service rating is a scale from A to F, with A being optimal freeflow conditions and F indicating the roadway no longer operates properly
because demand exceeds capacity. As evidenced in the table, there are a
number of segments in the I-80 study area that are already operating at the
low end of the scale at Level of Service D or worse.
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WB LOS (AM/PM)

The analysis of the corridor’s existing roadway geometrics is ongoing
and includes evaluation of:
• Roadway alignment and profiles
• Proper vertical clearance from overhead structures
• Bridge shoulder widths
• Interchange design and capacity
• Roadway safety elements

OPPORTUNITIES to get
and STAY INVOLVED

Next Steps

ALTERNATIVES TO BE DEVELOPED

Using the Project Problem Statement, existing conditions, corridor deficiencies, technical analysis and the Purpose and Need as a guide, the
major project milestone of the development of potential project alternatives will occur during the next several months. At the July 28, 2011 Public
Meeting #2, attendees will be given the opportunity to identify and suggest corridor improvements, similar to the workshop held at Project Working Group Meeting #4 on May 20, 2011. The study team will then use this
input coupled with technical analysis to further refine the project Purpose
and Need, and to prepare draft alternatives for consideration and feedback
at the next PWG and Public Meetings. Alternatives will then be evaluated
based on their ability to meet the Purpose and Need. This is an important
stage of the study process when stakeholder participation is crucial. n

Begin Data Identify
Collection Deficiencies

Develop
Purpose
& Need

Your Opinion Matters! There will continue to be many
opportunities to be involved in the I-80 Phase I project.
Public Involvement opportunities include:
Newsletters • Website: www.I-80Will.com
One-on-One Meetings • Project Working Groups
Public Meetings
We appreciate your continued interest in the I-80 Phase I Study. We hope you
stay involved as the study team proceeds with the development of potential
project alternatives. You can always find current project information by visiting our website at www.I-80Will.com, or contact Ms. Jessica Feliciano, P.E.,
Project Manager, Illinois Department of Transportation, 201 W. Center Court,
Schaumburg, Illinois 60196, (847) 705-4087.

Detailed
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Evaluate Environmental
Draft
Final
Possible
& Screen & Technical Environmental Environmental
Studies
Alternatives Alternatives
Assessment
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What’s New? I-80 Study Updates

At the last public meeting, the study team presented the Purpose and Need for the project.
Information about existing conditions and data collected was shared and stakeholders were
asked to provide their input to help the team develop a range of alternatives that address
the issues in the corridor. The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) took public input
into consideration and is moving forward with improvements. IDOT has heard a number of
concerns regarding trucks, noise, safety conditions, and operations.

What is being done to improve I-80 in 2018?
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The I-80 Phase I Study area includes

Location of
upcoming work
taking place to
improve bridges
and pavement
along I-80.

GARDNER ST

To address the most pressing condition needs along the corridor, IDOT is doing structural
and pavement improvements east of the Des Plaines River. There is approximately $110
million dollars in IDOT’s Fiscal Year 2018-2023 Proposed Highway Improvement Program
for upcoming I-80 projects. This work includes the rehabilitation and/or replacement of ten
bridges, including the bridges at Chicago Street, BNSF Railroad/Gardner Street, Hickory
Creek, Richards Street, and Rowell/CN Railroad. In addition, IDOT will replace the pavement
in between all the bridges.

Grundy and Will. The study area
consists of a diverse mixture of land
uses including agricultural, residential,
commercial and industrial with rural,

Developing and Evaluating Alternatives
STEP 1

Data
Collection

STEP 2

Purpose and
Need

STEP 3

Range of
Alternatives

STEP 4

Preferred
Alternative

suburban and urban characteristics.

has seven interchanges.

Design
Approval

We
We are here
are

The roadway crosses four waterways,
including the Des Plaines River, and

STEP 5

As part of the study, five steps are performed that build upon each other.
Collect
data, gather
stakeholder
input, and
analyze
existing
conditions.

Developing the
Purpose and
Need includes
compiling
the existing
and projected
conditions, along
with stakeholder
input. The
Purpose and
Need summarizes
the transportation
problems to be
addressed.

Develop a range
He
of alternatives
that address
the problems
identified and
conduct a
comparative
assessment of
the effectiveness
and potential
impacts of
each solution.

Select a Preferred
Alternative to be
carried forward for
further evaluation.
Potential impacts
are quantified and
mitigation strategies
are developed. The
Preferred Alternative
is presented in
an Environmental
Assessment
for review and
comment.

Approval of
the Preferred
Alternative and
the project
design by the
Federal Highway
Administration.

www.I-80Will.com

LARKIN AVENUE

Proposed improvement to the I-80 mainline
include adding or extending auxiliary lanes.

MCDONOUGH STREET

C

IDOT always considers a No Build Alternative, which would include only routine maintenance.
This alternative does not meet the Purpose and Need because it does not address the
underlying issues within the corridor.
The study team developed three categories of alternatives to be carried forward for further
evaluation. This includes options for:
• Corridor-wide reconstruction
• Reconstructing the Des Plaines River Bridge and
• Reconstructing of interchanges.
The study team wants your feedback on these alternatives to help in the selection of the
Preferred Alternative.

Proposed Corridor-wide Improvements
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• An improved I-80/I-55 interchange
will reduce vehicles backing up on
I-80 as they take the I-55 exit.
• Reconstructed bridges on new
alignments will provide drivers
with improved sightline and
increased merging speeds to keep
vehicles moving through the area.
• An overall improvement of the
pavement will reduce the need
for lane closures to allow for
pavement repairs.
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• Adding or extending auxiliary
lanes will allow smoother, more
efficient movements through the
interchanges. There will be fewer
vehicle backups, which means
drivers who are not trying to exit
will be able to continue moving
through the interchange.
• Auxiliary lanes are faster to
implement and easier to construct
than adding new lanes—auxiliary
lanes reduce construction impacts
on traffic.
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How will you benefit
from the proposed
improvements?

Proposed Mainline Bridge Improvements

Bridge widening, major repairs and rehabilitation, as well as
additional bridge replacements, are being considered as part of
this project. Lowering the Joliet Junction Trail Bridge which was
previously over an active railroad and now traverses over a
multi-use trail is also being evaluated.

Proposed Des Plaines River Bridge Improvements

The existing Des Plaines River Bridge is a truss bridge, which
cannot be widened to add lanes or shoulders. The bridge
also cannot be rebuilt in the same location due to traffic and
construction impacts. The existing bridges are only three lanes wide
which would necessitate reducing traffic during construction to one
lane causing severe traffic delays. Therefore, three new alignment
alternatives for the Des Plaines River Bridge are being studied.
The first two alignments parallel the existing bridge to the north
or south, while the third alignment, called “the refined north
alignment,” realigns the bridge and mainline to improve roadway
curvature and travel speeds.

North alignment
• Shifts alignment to the north
• Requires 16 residential and two
commercial relocations
• 0.2 acres of wetlands impacted
South alignment
• Shifts alignment to the south closer to the existing
land fill and Joliet water treatment plant
• Requires eight residential relocations and no
commercial relocations
• 0.2 acres of wetlands impacted
Refined north alignment
• Realigns bridge and mainline to improve
sightline and merging speed
• Requires 28 residential and two
commercial relocations
• Avoids impacts to wetlands

Proposed Interchange Improvements

Three alternatives were analyzed for the length of the corridor of I-80 between Ridge Road
and U.S. 30. This first alternative, creating additional lanes along the entire corridor is
no longer being considered due to funding constraints. The two alternatives still being
considered are to replace pavement and to add or extend auxiliary lanes.

Interchange alternatives have been developed for the I-80 corridor
study. Major interchange reconfigurations are proposed at:
• I-80 and I-55
• I-80 and Center Street
• I-80 and Chicago Street

Auxiliary lanes are also known as “turn-only”, or “exit lanes”. For the purposes of this
study, they are an additional lane between interchanges that will address local travel
access issues in certain locations.

The interchanges at Larkin Avenue, Richards Street, and Briggs
Street are proposed to undergo minor modifications to improve
safety. The interchange at Houbolt Road is currently the subject of
a separate ongoing study.

Replace pavement that is old and in bad condition
• Addresses pavement age
• Addresses pavement condition
Add or extend auxiliary lanes
• Improves traffic flow
• Improves safety
• P
 rovides faster congestion relief and easier to construct than additional lanes
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• Improve safety for all users
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• I mprove facility condition and
design; and
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• I mprove regional and local travel
and access;

Improving facility condition
and design is part of the
Purpose and Need of the
I-80 Phase I Study.
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The Purpose of the I-80 Phase I Study
is to provide an improved transportation
system along I-80 from Ridge Road to
U.S. Route 30.
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Detailed exhibits of the alternatives are posted on the project website.
I-80 truss bridge over the Des Plaines River

www.I-80Will.com

Illinois Department of Transportation
Division of Highways – District 1
201 W. Center Court
Schaumburg, Illinois 60196

IDOT will use your input to select the Preferred Alternatives for the I-80 improvement project.
The Environmental Assessment and the Preferred Alternatives will be presented at a Public Hearing,
anticipated to take place in summer 2018. A financial plan will be prepared, which will evaluate funding
strategies
thatPhase
could Iinclude
on I-80.
I-80
Study tolling
Timeline
Identify
Preferred Environmental
Alternative Assessment

Alternatives
Evaluation

Summer 2017

Fall 2017

Winter 2018

Spring 2018

Financial Study
Plan Complete

Summer 2018

Fall 2018

Public Hearing

Public Meeting

Winter 2018
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Please share your comments!
Send us your comments using the online form on the project website at www.I-80Will.com.
Written comments can be mailed to:
Illinois Department of Transportation
Attn: Steven Schilke, Bureau of Programming
201 W. Center Court
Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096
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What are the next steps?

